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equipment under the authority of the
Noise Control Act or State, interstate
and local standards.

(3) Environmental noise standards—
property use and/or operational noise
levels that are permitted under those
conditions specified in Federal, State,
interstate and local standards and reg-
ulations.

(b) Occupational noise level stand-
ards applicable to the Army are con-
tained in AR 40–5, AR 385–10, TB MED
251 and MIL–STD–1474(MI).

(c) Product noise emission standards
are published in the Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR). Army materiel ex-
cluded from compliance with such
emission standards at the time of man-
ufacture are aircraft, vehicles, weapons
systems and other products produced
for combat use. Commercially manu-
factured products or those adapted for
general military use will comply with
the following Federal noise standards:

(1) Commercial Aircraft—14 CFR
parts 21, 36 and 91.

(2) Motor Carrier Noise Emission
Standards—40 CFR part 202 and 23 CFR
part 772. (Section 18 of Noise Control
Act only.)

(3) Motors and Engines—40 CFR part
206.

(4) Railroad Noise Emission Stand-
ards—40 CFR part 201.

(5) Construction Equipment—40 CFR
part 204.

(6) Transportation Equipment—40
CFR part 205.

(d) MIL–STD–1474(MI), Noise Limits
for Army Materiel, establishes acous-
tical noise limits for Army materiel
and prescribes the testing require-
ments and measurement techniques for
determining conformance to the noise
limits therein.

(e) Environmental noise will be as-
sessed and controlled in accordance
with the provisions set forth herein.

§ 650.169 Noise measurement stand-
ards.

(a) Noise pollution control standards
are applicable to both existing and new
Army facilities.

(b) Army facilities and activities will
comply with applicable Federal, State,
interstate and local noise standards
unless a waiver is specifically obtained
in accordance with § 650.175. Where no

applicable noise regulations and stand-
ards exist, installation commanders
will minimize noise intrusions into
areas surrounding the installations to
prevent them from being a source of
complaint. An EPA manual that pro-
vides general guidance in the absence
of specific standards is listed in 15,
table 7–1.

(c) Measurements in decibels (dBA)
should be used for measuring contin-
uous sound levels from Army activities
or facilities. For impulse noise such as
weapons firing and explosives, the EPA
has recommended dBC.

(d) Environmental noise levels should
be identified using an equivalent sound
level description system known as Leq/
Ldn. This new methodology supple-
ments and replaces earlier techniques
such as Composite Noise Ratings (CNR)
and Noise Exposure Forecast (NEF).
The basic reference is EPA Document
550/9–74–004, ‘‘Information on Levels of
Environmental Noise Requisite to Pro-
tect Public Health and Welfare with an
Adequate Margin of Safety,’’ March
1974. It is available from the U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing Office. Use will be
made of this descriptor system in dis-
cussing noise implications in all Envi-
ronmental Impact Assessments (EIA)
and Environmental Impact Statements
(EIS). Other rating schemes may be
used, but should be related to Leq/Ldn.
Ldn is recommended by EPA for blast
impulse noise on an interim basis pend-
ing further research and study.

§ 650.170 Assessment of noise.
The impact of environmental noise

whose source is located on Army-con-
trolled property will be included in an
EIA or an EIS of any Army proposed
action. Analyses of such significant
sources of environmental noise as air-
fields and firing ranges should be based
on field measurements by acoustical
technicians.

(a) Technical assistance on land use
management or real property associ-
ated noise problems (e.g., blast noise,
etc.) can be obtained from U.S. Army
Construction Engineering Research
Laboratory (CERL), P.O. Box 4005,
Champaign, IL 61820. A helpful ref-
erence on this matter is the CERL doc-
ument: ‘‘User Manual for the Acquisi-
tion and Evaluation of Operational

VerDate 18<JUN>99 11:39 Jul 23, 1999 Jkt 183120 PO 00000 Frm 00345 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183120T.XXX pfrm03 PsN: 183120T



346

32 CFR Ch. V (7–1–99 Edition) § 650.171

Blast Noise Data,’’ Technical Report
E–42 CERL, June 1974 (NTIS), see table
7–1).

(b) Technical assistance to include
field surveys and the preparation of en-
vironmental noise pollution evalua-
tions relating to health and welfare
considerations of all types of environ-
mental noise problems can be provided
by the U.S. Army Environmental Hy-
giene Agency. Requests for assistance
should be sent to Commander, U.S.
Army Health Services Command (HSC-
PA), Fort Sam Houston, TX 78234. This
assistance includes—

(1) The evaluation of existing or po-
tential noise problems which are evi-
denced by complaints, litigation, or of-
ficial inquiries;

(2) The assessment of those situa-
tions where existing or proposed civil-
ian-community actions may adversely
impact noise-sensitive areas located on
Army installations;

(3) The assessment of those situa-
tions where a proposed civilian com-
munity action may be adversely im-
pacted from an ongoing Army activity;

(4) The recommendation of measures
to mitigate an existing or potential ad-
verse noise impact;

(5) The evaluation of Department of
the Army activities to ensure that
they comply with applicable noise
standards and regulations; and

(6) The conduct of environmental
noise assessments as input to EIS’s ex-
cluding all projects involving land
management and acquisition.

(c) Technical assistance, such as in-
formation and technical documents, is
also available from the EPA. Inquiries
may be sent directly to EPA Office of
Noise Abatement & Control, Wash-
ington, DC 20460, or to the noise rep-
resentative in the respective EPA Re-
gion (see fig. 9–1 and table 9–3).

§ 650.171 Noise sources.
Common sources of environmental

noise produced by military activities
that may require some form of noise
control include—

(a) Aircraft operations and training.
(b) Vehicles (combat and noncombat)

operations and training.
(c) Weapons firing, explosives and

demolition operations and training
(blast noise, § 650.169(d)).

(d) Fixed noise sources (power plants
and generators, manufacturing plants,
industrial facilities, carpenter shops,
dynamometer buildings etc.)

(e) Electrical and electronic equip-
ment.

(f) Construction equipment oper-
ations and training.

(g) Recreational activities (e.g.,
snowmobiles, trailbikes, etc.)

(h) All other noise sources that ex-
ceed 55 dBA measured at a distance of
50 feet from the source.

§ 650.172 Noise control.
(a) Control of new and existing

sources of environmental noise can
normally be achieved by applying sin-
gly or in combination noise reduction
at the source, altering the path of
noise, and noise reduction at the recep-
tor site. Further, low-noise-emission
products and equipment will be ac-
quired wherever possible.

(b) Engineering noise controls, estab-
lishment of noise buffer zones, site de-
sign and building construction for
noise control, and similar land use
planning techniques will be employed
in the siting and design of new military
structures and facilities.

(c) Projects and resources required to
control sources of environmental noise,
reported in accordance with § 650.166,
will be programed and budgeted using
established procedures.

(d) To preclude the need for expen-
sive engineering noise reduction tech-
niques, the impact of environmental
noise should be integrated into mili-
tary land use planning. Attention will
be given such matters in the master
planning process (AR 210–20) with par-
ticular emphasis on—

(1) Routes of high volume traffic
flow.

(2) Family housing area locations.
(3) Location of off-post residential

areas.
(4) Sites of hospital complexes.
(5) Sites for on-post and off-post

school facilities.
(6) Sites for new ranges, impact areas

and airfields.
(e) The identification of critical noise

rating contours at an installation for
the purpose of aiding in land use plan-
ning will be a required component of
each installation master plan (AR 210–
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